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HE Moral Vertue of Firtitude, which enters 

fo very far into the Compofition both of 

a Military and Civil Here, may be divided 

into Offenfive and Defenfive: The laft of 

thefe is not only moft difficult to attain, but 

moft ufeful and ferviceable.; as well in the Conduct of 
common Life, as in the higheft Stations of Bufinefs and 
Honour. It confifts in faftaining any Evils or Misfor- 
tunes that may befal a Great Man, in the Courfe of 
ublick Affairs, with a calm refigned Temper, free 
Fin Paffion or private Revenge, and without being 
ut by his neceflary Guard, intimidated with imaginary 
Dangers, or called off from purfuing thofe great Ends, 
which a Patriot has undertaken for the Good of his 
Country. OF thefe Evils, the moft provoking are Ca- 
lumny.and Detraction: To be fet up as the Mark of 
Envy, made the Aim, the Putt, and Lodgment of Scan- 
dal; to be Sufpected by fome,-Buffoon’d by others, 
Menaced and Infulted by many, and fecretly Carp’d at 
and Defam’d by more ; to be made the Subject of Pam- 
phlets, Libels, Letters, Fables, Ballads, Paragraphs, and 
other depraved Products, engendred by ice, and 
falfly fathered upon Wit ; to 
of Porcupines, mal]treated by every Wretch, who can 
abufe Liberty and Great Men, can make a black Mark 
with a Pen, or open a foul Mouth to fet a little ftinking 
Breath out ; thefe are Indignities fufficient to fhock the 
Patience and Refolution of One, who is confcious of 
deferving a quite contrary Return from his Interiors : 


_ The Ingratirude of thofe he has ferved, is apt to frogger 
0 
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Bufinefs and Calumny; and the daring Attempt to 
overcome Envy and Clamour in this Life, appears upon 
a néarer view to be Rafh and Defperate: He looks down 
the Precipice, and fees the Skulls and Bones of thofe 
who have Perifh'd before him; and perhaps may begiri 
to fufpes Vertue it felf, when he finds ir thus reward- 
ed; atid leave 2 mad World to rowl on unguided, ‘whilft 
dew Eyes are bent forward to impartial Futu- 


oO isnhig Spirit : He faulters under the double Loa 
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He turns with Contempt from an dron Age, from 
a Race of degenerate Moderns, and appeals to the 
more generous Greeks and Romans. Glory is a quick 
Pul@,. a noble Spring to Action, but when the 
higheft Merit pleads its Claim, to be difappointed, to 
find oppofition in beftowing the Crown, or a barkin 
Crew among the Populace, fet on to Decry and Vilifie 
an aufpicious Name; this is fuch a Tryal, that tho’ every 
on Man ought to undergo with Cou. ige, yet few can 

a mafterly Temper in fupporting it, which is cer- 
tainly the Perfection of Heroik Vertue ; and makes the 
happy Genim, that has attain’d it, equal to every thing 
that humane Nature cam afpire to : He is truly qualified 
to be Pilor in a Storm, and to take the Reins from 
Phaeton, Doing of Good is a general Duty ; but fuf- 
os for it, and enduring the Tortures of Reproach 
and Calumny, this was ever thought a very exalted 
Character, and a degree of Martyrdom. 

When Faélion, like Poetry, tho’ with a different defign, 
calls for her Brazen Lungs, her Hundred Mouths, and 
as many Tongues, to affault thofe who fland in her way, 
we know not, fince all Goodnefs as well as Greatnefs 
is finite, how many fincere and worthy Friends to the 
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State, may be aw’d into fervile Compliances, terrified 
with the united Forces of Noife and Numbers, grow 
impatient under the preffure of Reputation unjuftly 
overwhelmed, or be A mean from the Tempeft, to en- 
joy the Ill-timed Blefling of a retired Integrity. Ic is 
therefore very neceflary to keep alive this ufeful Vertue 
by applying fuch feafonable Confiderations, as may 
ferve to quicken and refrefh it. For I think it is on all 
oe allow’d, - the ‘eeaye Age affords many noble 
pportunities of exerting this heroick Quality in i 
higheft Perfection. . ee 
e Schoo!men, who are often too Speculative in hand- 
ling fuch Religious Points as have valfed through their 
Hands, obferve, with great Nicety, in drawing the 
Comparifon between God’s Creating and his Preferving 
Power, that the laft is the more Noble of the two, be- 
caufe the Chaos, or Mas of Atoms, which he moulded 
into that beautiful Frame now before us, was Paflive, 
Inanimate, and uncapable of refifting the Direétions of 
its Almighty Arstificer. But after he had mingled toge- 
ther fuch variety of oppofite Seeds and Elements, conti- 
nually contefting and waging War with each other, and 
produced an immenfe Number of Free-Agents, endow- 
ed with a Power to move Counter to his Will, and fill 
the Univerfe with Difcord and Contention, this fignal 
Difference adds to the Glory of his Providence over Man- 
kind; when by an over-ruling Nod and Influence, not 
withftanding the unwearied Struggle of perverfe and 
corrupt Nature, he makes all his Creatures con{pire to 
magnifie and ferve him, without depriving them of 
their Natural Courfes and Original Freedom. (n imita- 
tion of this great Example, allowing for the vaft diftance 
between Finite and lnifciiee Beings, his Vicegerents and 
Subordinate Governors of the World below, receive 
more true Glory, tho’ acquir’d with more Difficulty 
from the manage of a free People, whofe Liberties they 
have preferved and eftablifh’d, at the fame time that 
in take Advantage of that very Bleffing, to vilifie 
and oppofe their Benefactors, than in the arbitrary Do- 
minion and Government of a Nation of Slaves and 
Vaflals, who are deprived not enly of the Principle, but 
the poffibility of Refifting them.. The old Patriots of 
Greece and Rome did therefore carry it with the moft 
ae Temper imaginable, whenever they were Su- 
S , or openly Accufed and Traduced by their 
countrymen; and comforted themfelves under the 
Oppreflion of publick Calumny, with the fatisfaction of 
having fecured that very Freedom to the State, by which 
themfelves were become Sufferers. A Great Man muft 
know, that in a Nation crumbled into Parties, and 
replete with the Seeds and Principles of Diffention, 
there is a Fatality in Scandal ; and an exalted Charater 
can no more exempt the Perfon, who bears it, from 
this neceffary Evil, than from the unayoidabic Curfe 
of Mortality. To Die, and be Hl-fpoken of, are the 
common Conditions of Grandeur and Goodnefs. The 
fame Stock of Philofophy will ferve to Buoy up a 
Statefman above the her of Death and Detraétion ; 
will fupport him under the melancholy Reflection, 
that his Name as well as Bouy is liable to Corruption; 
and that he muft be Proyinder for Malice, and Food for 
Worms. 
Their 
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There is a Charaéler, which, if it be attainable under 
the Dominion of Parties, does upon the firft Report 
found very agreeably ; and we efteem him truly Happy, 
whom all Mankind fpeaks well of, Burt then we know, 
that the Hely S-viptwres denounce a Curfe againft this 
happy Man; and that Curfe being particularly directed 
to Men iit a publick Station, it will not be difficult to 
allign the rational Caufes, for making a good Name, in 
fuch a Cafe, highly Criminal, They, who bear this 
Chara¢tcr, muft be fuppofed to be Memof ileepy, indo- 
lent Vertues, fervile and complaifant to a degenerate 
Age; Men, who dare not fem the Torrent, and ap- 
pear bravely good in ill Times ; who are weak enough 
to defert a Caufe in a dangerous Cri/st, and rejeét the 
Merit of Reproach by an exemplary and uncommon 
Honefiy. The worft of Men will fpeak well of thefe, 
for fear of fpoiling their peaceable Difpofitions, eb al 
voking them to intermeddle and crofs their Defigns. 
But fuch Reputation is Infamy; and Crijfianity, by 
branding it with a Penalty, has furpafled all the boafted . 
Strains of Grectan and Roman Honour. There never 
was a great Man, or a God upon Earth, who had not 
his Share of Reproach; and whoever would avoid it, 
mult be one of the Bianks in low Life, and pafs his 
Time in Obfcurity. A Genius tor Platonifm or Povtry, 
a Coaley or a Norris, might be allow’d to argue for Re- 
tirement, a Grort, a Cottage, free from Noife and 
Strife, and below the reach of an envious detracting 
World ; but to hear a Sir William Temple give into the 
fame monaftick Refolutions, is a Crime not eafily to be 
Pardoned by Mankind: It is Robbing the Publick of its 
beft Treafure, and confuming a valuable Life in the ha- 
bitual Praétife of the wortt of Vices, Se/f-ddolatry. 

In atime of Plenty for Scandal, a great Man need 
not give himfelf too much Trouble to avoid it, for that 
is impoflible: He muft as certainly expect fometimes to 
meet it, as to be incommoded with the Wind, the Rain, 
the Duft, or the Sun. His only Care, when others fpeak 
Ill of him, is that he may not be able to fpeak any Ill, 
in fecret, of himfelf: c then a Monthiy or Yearly 
Catalogue of Reproaches will, by the help of Anube/is, 
ferve to put him in mind of every part of his rier 
He ought ro confult thofe, who are his Political Friends, 
ally’d to him by the fame Vertues, and united in the 
fame Undertaking ; if they approve his Conduct, the 
Malice of thofe, who hate him, 1s Honour. Should they 
ftigmatize him with a good Word, or leave him out of, 
their Black Liffs and Prefcriptions, it might prove his 
Ruin ; as Hannibal, by {paring Scipio's Villa and Gar- 
dens, made him fufpested by the Romans, and difabled 
him for the Publick Service. Some have been fo fond 
of being Ill-fpoken of by thofe, whom they know to be 
saaliieaen to the State and the Perfons prefidin 
in its Affairs, that they have folicited and aia 
them to Rail, and laid Snares for Detraction: And if 
it may be lawful to mention my own Affairs on this 
ogcafion, | have fome Letters now by me, wherein I 
am charg’d with fetting feveral Pany Writers to Work, 
on purpofe to recommend me by their Scurrilities. By 
thet: Maxims I would Jeffen no Man's Care of his Re- 
putation, nor fhew my felf fo rigid a Stoick, as to em- 
brace the humourfome Opinion of Seneca, That 4 nije 
Man is incapable of ca 5 any Injury this way. No- 
thing ought to be negleted, that may take off a pope. 
Jar Delufion, or fet a reafonable fg vw right, in his 
Sentiments of thofe, above him: 
fpeak Jil of the Good,-Svhere is the Wonder, or who can 
help ir? They purfue and utter the Diates of their 
Wickednefs, and not of their Judgment. They {peak 
themfelves and not others. It is cheir Vice, their Cu- 
ftom, their conftant Praétice ; they confider no Man’s 
Merit, but follow the impulfe of their own corrupt 
Thoughts. Government muft be revers’d, if the great- 
eft Criminals were to give Sentence againft the Inno- 
cent, They are under a neceflity, they muft defame and 
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vilify, or they would not be the Wretclies they aré 
unfufpected of any defign to grow better. When aDgs 
Barks, or an Afs Brays, a Man muft be very Superitr 
tidus indeéd, €0 turn Aur on thefe Occafions, or ima- 
gine they meam any thing morc, than to notity thee 
Species, and exprefs their own Mature. The tainted 
Hackney Breath of the Vulgar is equally naufeous and 
defpicable ; it blows Hat and Cold in a moment, and 
depends upon fuch flender Trifles, is fo unaccountabje 
in its Rife, and fo uncertain in its Hfues, that we may 
well compare it to the Wind, fince re knw not whence it 
cometh, nor whither it goeth ; and therefore a wife Man 
need never fear lofing it, or defpair of gerting it again, 
But the Jaft Refuge againft a prevailing Sante, is Po- 
frerity, which has none of our prefent Piques, and per- 
fonal Prejudices, bur will certainly do Juftice to injured 


~ Vertue. Nor is it improper to refer a Caufe~of Im 


portance to fo remote a Judicature; for the Reputa- 
tion of a great Man is not worth contending for, un- 
JefS it furvives to appear before that impartial Tribuna’, 
Even in this Life, whilft Parties are in Motion, let a 
Hero bear up bravely againit Futtion, and found his 
Grandeur upon no other Ba/is than the honeft Caufe he 
is engaged in, and the Clamours of his Enemies will 
call forth a thoufand Thanks and Panegyricks from his 
and the Nation’s Friends, will inflame their Zeal, and 
whet their Affections. In time his Hynour will prevail, 
in.company with Tru), and his Charaéter ot Repu- 
tation remain deeply engrav’d upon the Pillar of the 


' State, not to be eras’d till thar falls, or runs to decay. 


By thefe genuine Proofs of a publick’Spirit, he will 
triumph over Legion, and by laying Envy at his Feer, 
tame a Monjffer, that, as Horace tells us, was too hard 
for Hercules. - 

Whatever I have fid on this Subject, I would not 
have the Reader apply to that Jafolent Party now among 
us, which has been allow'd to Strur its Hour upon the 
Stage, and feems refoly'd to go off in a Rant. Their 
Invention for Scandal is fo awkward, and their Forge- 
nies and Calumnies fo abfard and ridiculous, that they 
are equally incapable of fixing either Honour or Dif- 
grace, upon a+ great Man or a‘little. -If they Spawn 
Three Lies a Day, ‘tis odds but To of them are Mon- 
fiers. They are become the Fools of the Court (the 
only Place which is fit for them) drefs'd up in a Cap 
and Bells, fuffer'd to go abbut Tame, and play over a 
thoufand little Extravagances to make their Betters mer- 
ry. Whoever is capable of believing their Legend:, 
forfeits his Right to Trach ; and I would no more fe- 
rioully fet my felf'to confute a right natural Whig-Lie, of 
the commont Rua, than 1 would put Quyere’s to a Child's 
Rattle, or call a Mag-pye to account for Ill-Language. 
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"ADVERTISEMENTS. 


*§* On Saturday next will be Publifh’d, The Chri- 
ftian Triumph ; or, the Duty of Praying tor our Enemies, il 
ftrated and enforced: from our blefied Saviour’s Example on the 
Crofs, in a Sermon preach’d at St. Saviour’s Southwark, on Sun- 
day la(t, being Palm-Sumday. By Henry Sacheverell, D. D. Printed 
for Henry Clements at the Halt-Moon in St. Paul’s Church-ygid. 

Juft Publifh’d by Authority, 

b§¢ The Renunciations of the King of Spain to the 
Crown of France, and of the Dukes of Berry and Orleans to the 
Crown of Spain; together with the Letters Patents of his moft 
Chriftian Majefty dated in the Monthof December, 1700.’and thofe 
dated in the Month of March, 1713. allowing of the aboveiaid 
Reaunciations, and revoking the faid Letters Patents o: the 
Month of December, 1702. Printed by Benj. Tooke at the 
Temple-gate, and John Barber on Lambeth-hill. Price 1s. 

b*§ On Saturday next will be Publifhed, The Cafe 
of Mr. Richard Noble impartially contidered, abftratly trom the 
Man or Crime, but merely as to the Law, in relation to the Mo- 
tion by him made on Monday the 1¢6th of March, 1712. at King- 
{ton Affizes,.in Arreit of "judgment, and the Reafon given tor 
Over-ruling the fame, confuted. Ry a Student of the Inner-Temple. 
Sold by J. Morphew near Statione?’s Hall, and Jer.sMiimer, Book- 
feller, at Lincoln’s-Inn Back-gate, 171}. 
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